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of the spinal column, in this way producing a total ’
shortening of the spinal canal. This is well marked in total ’
the cadaver, and is probably greater in the living t
subject, owing to involuntary muscular contraction. In ; i
his inaugural address at the University of Aberdeen 1
Professor R. W. Reid stated that his measurements i
had led him to the same conclusion. The effect is
most marked in the dorsal curve, where distinct relaxation
of the cord can be seen to take place. In the cervical

region there is slight stretching of the dura mater, which is
probably not sufficient to influence the spinal cord. ’What-
ever good, therefore, has resulted from the treatment
cannot be regarded as due to stretching of the cord. Dr.

Cagney offers the suggestion that the apparent good effects
are due to the breaking-down of adhesions between the
fibres, and to the removing of impediments to the circula-
tion, both of which explanations are entirely hypothetical
and not altogether probable. Since the effect on the
cervical region of the cord is practically nil, and suspension
from the head is dangerous and inconvenient, he submits
that the best results might be expected from suspension
from the armpits only, or from suitable gymnastic move-
ments. The main points in the discussion related to the
dangers and discomforts of the treatment. Several of the

speakers mentioned cases where vomiting and syncope had
been set up. This occurs even with healthy persons.
One of the speakers who had been suspended by Dr.

t Cagney for one minute, although in perfect health at

, the time, experienced great pain, and fainted on being let
down, and continued in a fainting condition for an hour.
In the carefully recorded series of cases reported by
Drs. Taylor and Russell in THE LANCET of Oct. 19th, 1889,
epigastric pain, nausea, and syncope were produced by the
treatment in several individuals, and they were also

apparently the cause of death in a case recorded by
Dr. Borsari of Modena. It was observed by Dr. Cagney
that the splanchnics could be seen to stretch in the process;
and he suggests, with great probability, that it is to this

stretching that we must ascribe these accidents. If this
be so, however, suspension from the axillae alone will be as
likely to cause them as the combined cervico-axillary
method usually employed. The question of the thera-

peutical value of the practice was not touched on by the
paper. We understand that it will be the subject of the
discussion at the forthcoming meeting of the Neurological
Society, and for the present we postpone any remarks on
that subject. -

THE SOURCES OF THE POISONING OF

WATER BY LEAD.

THE severity of the recent outbreak of lead poisoning by
contamination of the water-supply at Sheffield has directed
the attention of the medical officers of health in many of
the other towns in the neighbourhood to the sources whence
the lead may be derived; and at a recent meeting of the
Yorkshire Branch of the Society of Medical Officers of

Health, held at Leeds, this very interesting question was
fully discussed. Among the speakers, Mr. Herbert of

Whitby dwelt on the many domestic processes by which
lead may be dissolved from the leaden utensils commonly
employed-as, for instance, for pickling pork and storing
milk. Besides this, small quantities were often used
for adulterating cheap teas, as also rum, beer, wine, and
cider, whilst lead chromates were brought into requisition
to colour confectionery. Another not previously recognised
source, he said, was the tons upon tons of lead scattered over the
land by sportsmen. In some places on the moors the ground
was literally paved with lead, and the effects were terrible
to contemplate when they considered that the water from
the moors formed’part of the water-supply of many towns.

The general feeling of the meeting, however, was that, as
regards Sheffield, the cause of the disaster was clearly
attributable to the action of the water containing traces of
an organic acid (carbonic acid) on the leaden service.
pipes, and that though such instances as Mr. Herbert
adduced might account for isolated instances of plumbism,
yet the various uses of lead for domestic purposes
were not so fraught with danger as he described..

Ultimately the Society resolved to memorialise the
Local Government Board to order an inquiry into the-
whole subject. This step appears to be a desirable
one, seeing that at the present time the presence of

lead in the drinking-water of several towns in the West
Riding besides Sheffield is exciting considerable anxiety,
and that the question cannot obtain the exhaustive inquiry
it deserves from the local authorities alone. We have

already (THE LANCET, Jan. 18th) given our opinion with
regard to the outbreak at Sheffield, and the best means of
arresting its progress and preventing its recurrence ; but an
inquiry embracing all the large towns of the district would
be higlily advantageous, for it would be rash to assert that
a common cause is in operation in all the affected places.

TESTS FOR COLOUR VISION.

THE subject of the proper means of testing the colour
vision of railway officials has again been brought before the
public by a lecture delivered by Mr. Brudenell Carter before
the Society of Arts. Mr. Carter places great reliance on the
wool test, and no doubt as a means of recognising colour-
blindness it is extremely reliable ; but in view of the
transcendent importance of the accurate perception of

signals by drivers of engines, we hold that additional

security would be obtained by insisting on a practical
examination in the open of coloured lights at distances

varying from a few yards to a mile or more. No possible
harm can accrue from such method of testing, and the fact.
that it is in use on some of the Belgian railways speaks
strongly in its favour. 

-

THE HUDDERSFIELD ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

FOR a considerable number of months there has been dis-

cussion in Huddersfield as to whether the needed extension
of hospital accommodation for infectious diseases had best.
be made on the site of the existing Birkby Hospital, which
was acquired by the Corporation in 1872, or on a newly
purchased site of twelve and a half acres at Mill-hill, which
is situated about two miles and a half from the centre of
the borough. Opinion on the Council has been somewhat.
evenly divided at the varying stages of the discussion, and
last autumn it was ultimately decided to defer the subject.
and await the results of the November elections. Both.
before that date and &bgr;&Iuml;nce then an important portion of the
Corporation have been largely influenced by the opinion of
Dr. MacGregor, one of the councillors, to the effect that.
such needed increased accommodation as is likely to be
wanted for some years to come can be properly made on the

site of the Birkby Hospital, and this view he has con-
, sistently maintained until a few days ago, when, in the-
i presence of the Council, he was subjected to personal abuse
. by an alderman. On this Dr. MacGregor resigned his seat,,
; and paid the customary fine, and has expressed his deter-
l mination not to seek re-election. A great effort will evidently
L be made to induce him to alter his decision in this respect ;.
l and if he does so, there is every reason to believe that he
l will be returned by an overwhelming majority-if, indeed,
e he is opposed at all. We join in the almost universal wish
1 that he may resume his seat, and we do this although, as

we at present understand the facts, we cannot concur in
i the advice which he has given. His view is, however, one.
. that has been honestly come to as the result of a full con


